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1. Introduction

Developmental path ways to juvenile delinquency:

As per the statistics available, there are 10.2 juvenile offenders per 1 lack population in the 

world. In India the percentage of recorded juvenile crimes are about 0.9 to 1 % of total crimes. 

There are lots of factors which increase the development of delinquent behaviour of a juvenile. 

These include child abuse, family disintegration, violating Behavior, social dropouts, lack of 

contact with society and peer Influence and all these lead to antisocial behavior early in life. 

The purpose of this study is to analyze the types of crimes committed by the children, their age 

groups, their socio economical and educational status, their family status and to enquire into 

the action taken by the juvenile justice boards in rayalaseema zone in Andhra Pradesh and 

comprehensively to note about facilities available in the juvenile homes and finally to suggest 

any reforms for the betterment of juvenile offenders both inside the juvenile homes and 

outside. 

One of the most important issues in crime today is juvenile 

delinquency. Till 19th century, children who committed crimes 

faced about the same punishment as an adult criminals like public 

shaming, incarceration and even execution by hanging. Towards 

end of 19th century, reformers such as Jane Addams of Chicago 

worked to develop a new system of justice designed to protect the 

abused children from harm and reform trouble making youth [1,2]. 

The first court of justice for children was established in 1899 in 

state of Illinoi's America and juvenile justice act come into effect in 

America from 1899. On July 3rd 1899, the first case of juvenile 

came for court hearing in America, the child named Henry 

Campbell, 11 years was arrested on the complaint of his mother, 

charging him with larency. The juvenile court judge 

'Reachedstuthill' held the nation's first juvenile court hearing in 

America and he disposed the case without charging him with 

offence as an informal one [3,4]. Over subsequent decades, other 

states followed Illinoi's lead and juvenile courts developed into a 

firm system trying to balance the protection and punishment [4,5]. 

Juvenile court judges acted as doctors trying to diagnose the 

environmental factors that threatened to hurt kids or lead them 

astray. Industrialization and urbanization lead a tremendous role 

in the modern era of juvenile delinquency [5,6]. 

There is no gene for violence. Violence is a learned behavior and 

it is often learned in the home from parents and family members or 

the community, friends, peers or neighbours. Children in these 

situations are more aggressive and grow up more likely to become 

involved in violence either as victim or as an offender especially if 

they witness violent acts [7,8]. The home is fertile breeding ground 

for violent behavior. Children who are exposed to domestic 

violence are more likely to abuse others as they grow older. 

Juvenile crimes often vary depending on the region, community 

and society [9,10].

There are 3 developmental path ways to delinquency [11,12]
1. Authority conflict path way: Which begins with stubborn 

behavior, then defiant behaviour and delinquency later into 

avoidance of authority figures. e.g. Truancy, Running away, 

Staying out.
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2. Covert path way: Which begins with minor covert problem 

behaviors (i.e. Shop lifting, Frequent lying, Stealing), moving to 

damaging property and later to delinquent acts. e.g. Fraud, 

Theft, Burglary.
3. Overt path way: Which begins with minor aggression (i.e. 

Bullying, Teasing) followed by physical fighting and later violent 

acts. e.g. Physical attack, Rape, Assault and Battery. 
 Youth in more than one path way report more crimes.

For the present study 60 individuals who are staying in the 

various juvenile homes in rayalaseema zone are studied along with 

the following documents and others.
1. Copies of the case diaries.
2. Brief history given by the juvenile offenders.
3. R e c o r d s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  j u v e n i l e  h o m e s  

regarding the particular juvenile.
4. History given by the superintendents of the juvenile homes 

regarding the individual's behaviour and provisions for 

their education, recreation and rehabilitation.
5. Personal visit to the juvenile homes located in the 

rayalaseema zone and interaction with the inmates and 

their care takers.
6. Physical examination of the juvenile offenders. 
 With the permission of The Director of Juvenile Welfare and 

Correctional Services and Welfare of street children-Andhra 

Pradesh-Hyderabad, we have visited juvenile homes at 

Tirupati, Ananthapur and Kurnool and collected the data 

regarding total inmates of all the Juveniles homes.

Among the total inmates of all the juvenile homes in 

rayalaseema zone, 23 inmates are from observation home 

for boys-Tirupati, 15 inmates are from special home for 

boys-Tirupati, 6 inmates are from observation home for 

boys-Ananthapur and 16 inmates are from observation 

homes for boys-Kurnool.

The most common age of juvenile offenders is between 13 to 18 

years (95%) and least common age is between 7 to 12 years (5%). 

The socio economic status of the family members of most of the 

juvenile offenders is lower (88.33%) and others are middle 

(11.67%).

Regarding educational status of juvenile offenders, 43.33% of 

juvenile offenders have been studied from 1st class to 5th class, 

31.66% of juvenile offenders have not been studied at all and 

25.01% of juvenile offenders have been studied from 6th to 10th 

class.

Regarding the reason for not studying or leaving from the 

school, lack of interest in the school activities is 36.33%, financial 

need is 25%, failure in the class last studied is 13.33%, peer group 

influence is 10%, rigid school atmosphere is 6.66%, sudden 

demise of parents is 5% and indifferent attitude of the teacher is 

3.33%.

Regarding the occupation of the juvenile, most of the juvenile 

offenders were working as coolie (30%), 26.66% were working as 

mechanics , 15% were working as labor in house construction, 

11.66% were working as hotel boys, 10% were depending on 

parents and 6.66% were working in cultivation. 

2. Materials and Methods

3.Results

4. Discussion

Regarding the habits of juvenile offenders, smoking is 35%, 

watching television is 26.66%, going to movies is 25% and 

drinking is 13.33%.

Regarding the types of crimes committed by the juvenile 

offenders, theft is 63.36%, murder is 15%, robbery and rape are 

13.32%, kidnapping and assault are 6.66% and indecent behavior 

is 1.66%. 58% of juvenile offenders were committed the crime 

individually and 42% of juvenile offenders were committed the 

crime as group.

Regarding the predisposing factors, the most common factor is 

financial need (35%), others are peer group influence (20%), 

family disputes (15%), parental neglect (13.33%), broken family 

(6.66%) and parental criminal behavior and educational 

inadequacy (10.01%). 83.34% of juvenile offenders were 

confessed to the crime and 16.66% of juvenile offenders were 

alleged that the crime was falsely implicated.

Among all the juvenile offenders, 64% were awarded 

punishment and 36% were under trail and 86.67% of juvenile 

offenders have no history of previous involvement in crimes but 

13.33% of juvenile offenders have history of previous involvement 

in crimes. 91.67% of family members of juvenile offenders have 

criminal history and 8.33% of family members have no criminal 

history. 

Regarding the parental care towards the juvenile, 35% are 

affectionate, 25% are attentive, 16.66% are not affectionate, 10% 

are not attentive, 10% are over protective and 3.33% are rejective. 

Regarding influence of media, 50% of juvenile offenders were 

influenced by movies, 40% were by television and 10% were by 

incidents.

The present study involves of the inmates of juvenile homes 

present at Tirupati, Ananthapur and Kurnool (Rayalaseema zone). 

The total number of inmates is 60.

The age group of 13 to 18 years represent a dominant figure (57) 

amounting to 95% of the total juvenile offenders present in the 

juvenile homes. There are no children aged below 7 years and 

there are only 3 children between the ages of 7 to 12 years (5%) in 

the juvenile homes. Among the teenage group i.e. between 13 to 18 

years, most common age group involved in crimes is 17 years 

(26%) followed by 14 years (23%) [13].  
   

In the present study majority of the juveniles (43%) were school 

dropouts before completing elementary education i.e. 5th class, 

followed by the children who have no education at all amounting to 

32%. Only 25% of the juveniles had schooling in high school (from 

6th to 10th class). In this study it was found that no juvenile has 

studied beyond 10th class [14].

One of the main reasons for leaving the school is lack of interest 

in the school activities as expressed by the juveniles which 

amounts to 36% of school drop outs. The next reason for not 

continuing the students is the financial need of the individual as 

well as the family. About 10% of the juveniles were influenced by 

the peer group [15]. 



977

Regarding the study about the occupation of the juveniles, 

majority of the children (30%) were involved as the daily wage 

coolies. About 15% were working in construction of the houses. 

About 10% of the juveniles were dependent upon the parents 

without doing any work. The rest of the juveniles were involved in 

various professions like hotel boys, mechanical assistants and in 

cultivation [16].

One of the most reliable indicators of the juvenile crime is the 

financial status of the family.

In this study 35% of the juveniles were in the habit of smoking. 

About 27% are habituated to watch television and another 25% 

use to watch movies frequently. Whereas drug abuse by the 

juvenile delinquents in this study is not observed. Regular drinking 

of alcoholic beverages is seen in 14% of the juveniles. The low 

socioeconomic status of the family, lack of proper schooling, lack of 

regular jobs and peer group influence have led the juvenile to take 

up the habits like smoking and drinking at an early age [17].  

About 70% of the inmates of juvenile homes were arrested 

under the charge of theft and robbery. 15%were charged with 

murder and 7% with rape. The remaining juveniles were involved 

in petty crimes like indecent behavior etc. Among 60 inmates of the 

juvenile homes 2 were arrested on the charge of kidnapping. When 

the inmates were enquired in detail about the predisposing factors 

which led them to commit the crimes of theft and robbery, the most 

common reason told by them is that they needed money to meet 

the expenses of their habits like smoking, drinking and going to 

movies etc., super added by peer group influence [18].

In this study 58% of the juvenile offenders have committed the 

crime individually. Whereas 48% have committed the crime as a 

part of group. The nature of the crimes which were committed 

individually were mostly thefts of petty nature, indecent behavior 

etc. Whereas robbery, kidnapping, assault and murder were 

committed as a group involving others [19].

In this study the financial need (35%) of the juvenile is the most 

common predisposing factor and the money is needed to meet the 

personal expenses of the juvenile. Parental neglect amounts to 

14% of juvenile delinquency and peer group influence contributes 

about 20% [20].

When the inmates of the juvenile homes were questioned 

whether they have really committed the crime or falsely 

implicated, 50 of them (84%) confessed that they have committed 

that crime with which they are charged. Whereas 10 of them (16%) 

said that they were falsely implicated even though they have not 

committed the crime [21].

In this study among the 60 inmates of the juvenile homes 38 

individuals (63%) were produced before the juvenile justice board 

and suitable punishment awarded by them. 22 juvenile offenders 

(37%)were produced before the juvenile justice board and they 

are still under trail [21].

Among the 60 inmates of the juvenile homes, 52 children (87%) 

confessed that this is their first involvement in the criminal 

activity; where as the other 8 children (13%) were repeatedly 

involved in criminal activities and arrested by the 

police[22].

In the present study among 60 juvenile offenders, there was 

criminal history of family members of 5 children (8.3%) and there 

was no criminal history regarding any family members of 55 

children (91.7%) [22].

In this study 30 juvenile offenders (50%) were in the habit of 

seeing movies and were influenced by the violent acts which are 

projected in the movies. 24 juvenile offenders (40%) have 

confessed influence of viewing television for their delinquent 

behavior. While 10% of the juvenile offenders were influenced by 

the incidents which have occurred in their neighbour or village. 

[23]

During our visit to the juvenile homes the accommodation 

facilities for the children were adequate. They were regularly being 

taught by a teacher to improve their educational status and 

children are involved in recreational works like sports and games. 

In some cases vocational guidelines is also given by way of teaching 

the children about the art of knitting, cooking, minor electronic 

works etc. The food which was provided to the children was 

cooked in clean kitchen and nutritive values were adequate. [23]

On enquiring the children most of them were happy to stay in 

the juvenile homes/observation homes and regarding the health 

aspect, only minimum first aid is being given by one of trained staff 

member of the juvenile home. And also all of the inmates of juvenile 

homes were maintaining good relations with their colleagues. The 

physical appearance of the children was healthy and everybody 

were provided with uniform at the cost of government. [24]

· From this study, we can concluded that the age group of juvenile 

offenders between 13 to 18 years represent a dominant figure 

(95%) of the total juvenile offenders present in the juvenile 

homes in Rayalaseems zone.

· Among the teenage group i.e., between 13 to 18 years the most 

common age group involved in the crime is 17 years (26%) 

followed by 14 years (23%).

· There are no children aged below 7 years and there are only 3 

children between the age of 7 to 12 years (5%) in juvenile homes 

present in the rayalaseema zone.

· Adolescents from lower socio economic status committed more 

crime (88.3%) than the youth from middle/higher socio 

economic status.

· There is strong male predominance over females.

· Most of the juveniles in this study are the school dropouts and 

the main reason for leaving the school is the lack of interest in 

the school activities.

· In this study it was found that the children who live in poverty 

are forced to take jobs to fill the financial needs of the family and 

they are working as daily wage coolies and involved in 

construction work and as hotel boys etc.

· Most of the juvenile offenders were in the habit of smoking 

tobacco.

· In rayalaseema zone the most common crime for which the 

alleged juvenile offenders arrested were theft and robbery 

(70%). 15% of the juvenile offenders were charged with 

murder.

              

5.Conclusions
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6.  References

· In this study there is clear cut evidence of peer group influence 

in committing the crime.

· The most common predisposing factor for committing the 

crimes is the financial need of the juvenile to meet his personal 

expenses.

· Parental neglect amounts to 14% of the juvenile delinquency in 

rayalaseema zone.

· In this study 87% of the inmates of the juvenile homes are 

confessed that this is their first involvement in criminal activity, 

where as 13% were habituated to commit the crime repeatedly.

On our visit to the juvenile homes in rayalaseema zone it is found 

that the accommodation, sanitation, further education, 

recreation and vocational training were found to be adequate. 
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